
          Our  Record  

Sunday Bible Study                      

Morning Assembly           64      

Contribution                      $ 1785     

Evening Assembly                       —  

Wednesday Class                      

In Search of the Lord’s Way” is shown on 

Charter Cable Channel 181 at 10:00 AM, 

Wednesday, and at 6:00 PM Sunday, and on 

Direct TV Channel 307 at 6:00 AM Sundays.    

   Ministry Leaders:      Everett Hinton—Worship Ministry   

             Brad Bailey—Missions    

              Brett Sales —Youth           

              Bryan Jurrens—Buildings/Grounds  

              Gaylin Prior—Music/Treasurer  

              Dick Witt—Education/Benevolence  

    Minister:    Russ Dudrey e-mail:r u s s d u d r e y @ g m a i l . c o m               

      phone:  402-834-0096 (home)                               

    Bulletin:    Sharon Hachtel—463-4997      

      e-mail:  sh95736@windstream.net  

 

   Deadline for bulletin announcements is 9:00 PM Friday evening    
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                                        THOSE TO SERVE              
                This Sunday, August 9                   Next Sunday, August 16                            

   

 Russ's Sermon today is "'My House Shall Be Called a House of 
Prayer': Jesus and the Corruption of God's Religion." Tonight 
Russ plans a devotional on the message of the prophet Amos. 

 Dwight Roth is scheduled for double by-pass surgery tomorrow.  
Cards of encouragement can be sent to Dwight’s address— 2623 
Bateman, Hastings, NE, 68901.  Keep Dwight in your prayers re-
garding his forthcoming surgery.  Also keep Piper, Dwight’s 
daughter, in your prayers. 

 Susan Grissom developed pneumonia and is weak.  Susan flew 
to Sao Paulo where her daughter, Miriam has been taking care of 
her.  Pray that Susan will gain strength and be restored to health 
quickly.   

 Potluck/Men’s Business Meeting today immediately following 
our morning worship in the fellowship hall.  Committee members 
are the Baileys, Jo Wright, Donna Montemayor.  Please bring a 
non-perishable food item for the Mountain States Children’s 
Home. 

 The Elder Selection Committee plans to meet this month with 
the congregation's nominees for elder for a group interview before 
putting their names before the church. The congregation will then 
be asked to give its input on the selection of these men. 

 All Data From The Building Renovations Questionnaires has 
been gathered, and we are ready to have a Sunday night congre-
gational discussion of the building renovations project. It will be 
decided at today's leadership meeting which Sunday night in Au-
gust will be scheduled for this meeting. 

 Wednesday Evening Ladies’ Class—Topic: “Hard is a Place for 
Prayer and Forgiveness” taught by Janelle Corman. 

 Dick and Detta Wright have a new phone number.  It is 269-908-
7481.  

 Fifth Sunday Singing will be held August 30th in Kearney. 

 Tranquil,  A Ladies Retreat will be held November 13 and 14 at 
the Heartland s Church,10000 Yankee Hill Road, Lincoln, NE.  
Cost is $15.00/person.  Dr. Jackie Halstead from Nashville,  Ten-
nessee will be the speaker.  RSVP by October 27th by calling 402
-421-6344 or email Becky.Clark@Heartlandschurch.org.  See the 
“save the date” postcard posted on the bulletin board in the foyer 
for more information. 

Our Church Sign— 
 God And One Person Is Always Majority. 

 The Extra Mile Is Never Crowded. 

 Number 32 

Family Focus 
 

Upcoming  Events  

 Potluck/Men’s Business 

Meeting—August  9 

 NYC Contribution— 

 August 23 

 Fifth Sunday Singing—

Kearney—August 30 

 Nebraska Youth Camp 

Youth Rally—Sept 5-7 

 Tranquil, A Ladies        

Retreat—Heartland 
Church, Lincoln—
November 13-14 

 f Opportunity—York 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30   

College Class       9:30       

Sunday Assembly   10:30 

Sunday Evening       6:00 

Wednesday Class 7:00 

Ladies Class Thursday 9:30     

Enrichment 

Opportunities 

August 9, 2015 

——————————————— 

"Visitors and Parents of Small Chil-

dren: We have a staffed nursery availa-

ble in the northeast corner of the church 

building for  your convenience.  If you 

would like more information, please see 

the greeters at the front of the building." 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER:   Our Country; Our Veterans; Eldership Selection, Elementary, High School, &     

College Students; Erica Adams’ Grandmother, Linda—heart problems;  Andy Adams’s Brother; Andy Adams’s 

Co-worker’s husband, Randy, health;  Lorinda Bailey’s Father—surgery; Bohne Family—personal issues; Dud-

Lee Brennfoerder’s Father, Gary—cancer  treatment & pain, recent hospitalization; Debbie Downey—blood clots;  

Daniel Enfield; Peggy Dill’s great nephew, Joseph Hibler—health, Judy Schiltz; Ned & Neva Cooper—health; 

Donnis Genung—cancer treatment; Sue Ginn—health; Robert & Susan Grissom’s Son, Joel Grissom—health & 

family issues;  Robert & Susan  Grissom—Brazil Mission; Susan Grissom—pneumonia; Chase Hofferber—health; 

Cassidy Jurrens—health;  Muriel Luke—autoimmune disease; Judy  Melvin—health and her brother, Donald, and 

his wife—health; Johnny  Meyers—health; Joe Morgan’s brother, Delano—health; Seth Ostrander—brain tumor; 

Dwight Roth—by-pass surgery; Shirley Steen’s grandson—Adam; Sudanese  Brethren—persecution; Maggie 

Sales’s brother, Gavin  Wallace—recovering from surgery; Mark Steen—health;  Gary & Norma Werner—Norma’s 

health;  Matt & Hope Witt—Teaching in China; Tina Witt; Dick Witt’s Father—health; Lisa Worley—hip replace-

ment surgery recovery & her brother-in-law,  Dan Barber—head injury;  those travelling;  Jo Wright’s sister, 

Mary—cataract surgery..  

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:   Russel Bell: mission work in India & Romania.         

         Jeff Zanarison: Bible project in Madagascar  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Happy August Birthday :  William Wells  -  2  Erica Adams  - 5  Jim Fielder     -    7

 Danelle Hayes   - 11  Janelle Corman - 11  Kamryn Wright  - 21  Sharon Hachtel   -  23

 Kaitlyn Jurrens   -    30   

Happy August Anniversary To: Dick & Detta Wright - 3  Scott & Laci Dinkler - 19 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    When James A. Garfield was president of Hiram College, a father brought his son to enroll him in higher education pur-
suits.  After reviewing what would be required, and wishing for a shorter course of study for the boy, the father said to Mr. 
Garfield, “The boy can never take all that in.  He wants to get through quicker. Can you arrange it for him?”  Garfield was 
quick to respond, “Oh yes.  He can take a short course. It all depends upon what you want to make of him. When God 
wants to make an oak, He takes a hundred years, but He only takes two months to make a squash.” 
    Many often dream of and sometimes even expect to grow to spiritual maturity in a very short time.  However, there are 
no short-cuts when it comes to spiritual development and maturity.  Moses spent 40 years in the wilderness of Midian pre-
paring to be the one to lead God’s people out of Egypt. Jesus spent 30 years preparing for his 3 year ministry. It takes 20 
years to be considered an adult, and many more years to actually become a mature adult. Why then are we surprised that 
it takes a considerable amount of time to reach spiritual maturity? 
    Yet even time itself does not ensure maturity.  The writer of Hebrews pointed out that there were some Christians who 
ought to be mature enough to be teaching others, but were, in fact, still needing to be bottle-fed themselves on milk (the 
“elementary principles of God’s word” – Heb. 5:12-14).  Some of these baby Christians had been Christians close to 30 
years. Can you imagine?  30 years and still not mature enough to feed on “meat”; they still needed “milk.”  Sad, isn’t it?! 
    Spiritual growth requires a steady diet of God’s word.  Peter, addressing this same subject, wrote, “like new born babies, 
crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). Paul adds that by “speaking the 
truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him …” (Eph. 4:15). 
    Learning takes place in consistent, regular, small doses.  Many years ago, a friend of mine, Dan Lightfoot, said that he 
doesn’t remember what he learned on any given day during his school days, but he knows each day a little progress was 
made. That’s why regular Bible study is so important.  That’s also why God wants parents to teach their children His ways 
as the go about their daily activities (Deut. 6:6-9).  Just 15 minutes of focused Bible study each day will pay rich rewards. 
    There are no short-cuts.  Do you want to mature to be an oak … or a squash? 
_________________________ 
- Joe Chesser preaches for the Fruitland Church of Christ, Fruitland, MO.  He may be contacted through the congrega-
tion's website: http://www.cofcfruitland.com/ 

 

 

 

 

     WHAT WOULD JESUS DO IF HIS CHURCH FELL INTO BAD HANDS? 

 People who reject Organized Religion often are rejecting the corruptions of institutional 

churches. We agree with rejecting corruption. We know how real the danger is of the church fall-

ing under the control of those who will exploit it for their own purposes: profit, prestige and 

pride, position and power. It happens all the time. 

 It had happened in Jesus' time, worst of all in the high priests. From Alexander the Great 

onward, the Gentiles who occupied Israel controlled its high priesthood. The Jews had no king, 

only a High Priest—which made him the most powerful leader among the Jews.  

 The Greeks, then the Syrians and the Romans, installed priests they could use as their pup-

pets. By the time of Jesus four Jewish high priestly families had risen to power, and they passed 

the High Priesthood among them year-by-year. Ancient Jewish writings (the Dead Sea Scrolls, I 

Maccabees, Josephus, the Mishnah) paint a woeful picture of the Temple hierarchy: bribery, ex-

tortion, power politics, intrigue, murder, incredible corruption. 

 This is exactly the impression given by the descriptions of Annas and Caiaphas in the Gos-

pels and Acts. They exploit the religious system coldly and cynically for their own pride and prof-

it. They work behind the scenes by intrigue and power politics; they do not hesitate to destroy 

their enemies. They threaten and intimidate the followers of Jesus; they flog and beat them, cast 

them out of the synagogues, imprison and kill them—whatever it takes to hold onto their pres-

tige and position. In a war-room meeting of the Sanhedrin, Caiaphas simply and coldly declares 

that self-evidently they must kill Jesus: 

    Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin: “What are we ac-

complishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. If we let him go 

on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both 

our place and our nation.” Then . . . Caiaphas, who was High Priest that year, spoke up: “You 

know nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people 

than that the whole nation perish” (Jn 11:47-50). 

 Like Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, and other Old Testament prophets, Jesus confronts the cor-

rupt Temple hierarchy and calls them to repentance. He knows full well that instead they will 

hate him, reject him, and destroy him just as their forefathers did to so many of the prophets 

before him: “Surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill 

the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children togeth-

er, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing . . .” (Lk 13:33-34). 

 It's as if four families of the Mafia controlled the Temple in the time of Jesus, much as the 

Borgia and Medici families controlled the Renaissance papacy. The history of the popes from 

1492-1534 (Alexander VI, Julius II, Leo X, Clement VI) shows how desperately the Church of the 

day needed to repent, from the top down. These were very bad men. The Reformation began 

when Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses on the door of the church in Wittenburg. His 

First Thesis was “All of life is repentance.” Luther and the other Reformers called the Church to 

repentance. 

 Christ called the church of his day to repentance, because it had fallen into very bad hands. 

Much of Christendom today has fallen into bad hands. What would Christ do with Christendom 

today? The same thing: he would call his church to repentance. 

— ©Russ Dudrey, 8/9/15 
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