
HASTINGS CHURCH OF CHRIST
“a place to call home”

1131 N Laird Ave, Hastings, NE 68901-3566 Phone: 402-462-8469
Web Site: www.hastingschurch.org

Our Record

Sunday Bible Study

Morning Assembly 64

Contribution $

Evening Assembly 22

Wednesday Bible Study

“In Search of the Lord's Way” is shown on channel
12 at 10 a.m. Wednesday and at 6 p.m. Sunday.

Ministry Everett Hinton-Worship Ministry
Leaders: Brad Bailey-Missions

Brett Sales-Youth
Bryan Jurrens-Buildings/Grounds
Gaylin Prior-Music/Treasurer
Dick Witt-Education/Benevolence

Minister: Russ Dudrey
e-mail: russdudrey@gmail.com
phone: 402-834-0096 (home)

Bulletin: Sharon Hachtel -- 463-4997
sh95736@windstream.net

Deadline for bulletin announcements is 9:00 p.m. Friday evening

THOSE TO SERVE
This Sunday, December 6 Next Sunday, December 13

A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.
Announcements D. Brennfrder D. Brennfrder J. Fielder J. Fielder
Song Leader D. Witt R. Dudrey B. Sales E. Hinton

Opening Prayer B. Bailey L. Duester D. Corman C. Fielder

Closing Prayer R. Grissom M. Fielder S. Dinkler B. Bailey
Usher G. Prior R. Munsell

Greeters Baileys Wrights

Preside at Lord's Supper D. Corman D. Brennfoerder
Serve L. Peshek J. Morgan

Serve C. Fielder R. Riley

Serve D. Hachtel D. Hachtel
Coordinator E. Hinton G. Prior

Prepare Lord's Supper L. Prior S. Hachtel

Children's Church Maggie Sales/Jo Wright Janelle Corman/Danelle Hayes
Wee Worship Susan Grissom/Peggy Shearer Andy & Erica Adams

Wed Children’s Class Danelle Hayes Monica Fielder

Change Message Sign Jim Fielder Family Jim Fielder Family

Hastings Church of Christ

Family Focus
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Upcoming
Events

 Potluck/Men's
Business
Mtg –
December 13

 NYC
Contribution –
December 27

Enrichment
Opportunities

Sunday 9:30
Bible Study

College Class 9:30

Sunday 10:30
Assembly

Sunday Evening 6:00

Wednesday 7:00
Classes

Thursday 9:30
Ladies Class

Russ’s Sermon: "Then He Opened Their Mind to Understand
the Scriptures." Tonight Russ plans to lead a discussion-
style devotional on "Defining Moments in Our Faith." Russ
will set a biblical backdrop, then describe some of his
defining moments; then he will ask others to describe some
of theirs. He encourages people to come prepared to tell
their own.

SICK: Please continue to pray for Mark Steen, who is on
hospice care, and for Shirley Steen as she helps care for
him. Mark is in Wedgewood Care Center in Grand Island,
Room 134. Shirley called to say that Mark is in the last
few days of his life. We encourage the church to keep both
of them in your prayers, and to do what you can to support
Shirley. Danelle Hayes needs our prayers. She is doing
better, but she has had bronchitis and pneumonia. Jo
Wright's son, Joe, had a stroke this week and is in Mary
Lanning Hospital, Room 427. The doctors are still
evaluating the extent of the damage. Jo asks for our
prayers for his recovery.

THANK YOU for the cards, phone calls, prayers, etc.
Following my shoulder surgery The surgery was a success.
Jo Wright

Our eldership selection has nearly drawn to a close.
Attached is a letter from the committee suggesting our
announcement of our new elders will be done December 13th
during our 10:30am worship service.

POTLUCK/MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING will be next Sunday,
December 13. Committee members are the Nauerts and
Cormans. Please bring a non-perishable food item for the
Mountain State’s Children’s Home.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Please plan to bring fruit and snack
items for the food baskets, along with your voice and your
smile for Christmas caroling Wednesday, December 16th.



REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Our Country; Our Veterans; Eldership Selection,
Elementary, High School, & College Students; Bohne Family—personal issues;
Evelyn Brown—stent surgery; Gary Brennfoerder Family— Gary’s passing; Debbie
Brennfoerder’s Mother, Joan Kimminau—compound fractured vertebra; Daniel
Enfield; Donnis Genung—cancer treatment; Glassmyer Family, Katrina—hip surgery
recovery, Jackson—school; Rob—job safety & travel; Robert & Susan Grissom’s
Son, Joel Grissom—health & family issues; Ken Lockling— health; Judy Melvin—
health, her brother’s wife’s—health, brother Jim—stroke; Georgette Ockinga—
passing of her Aunt Doris; Shirley Steen’s grandson—Adam; Sudanese Brethren—
persecution; Maggie Sales’s brother, Gavin Wallace—health; David Uden— triple
by-pass surgery recovery; Mark Steen—health; Gary & Norma Werner— Norma’s
health; Dick Wright—knee replacement surgery recovery; Jo Wright’s niece,
Debra, frozen shoulder; Jo Wright’s friend, Jackie Davis diagnosed with
cancer; Jo Wright—rotator cuff surgery rotator; those travelling.

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES: Russel Bell (mission work in India & Romania).
Jeff Zanarison: Bible project in Madagascar

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Happy December Birthday To: Jeremy Voorhees - 1 Eloise Lockling - 2 Elizabeth Montemayor - 4
Brooke Bailey - 5 Benjamin Bohne - 8 David Moore - 17 Brittany Bailey - 17
Jamie Russo - 20 Lorinda Bailey - 28 Marina Fielder - 31

Happy December Anniversary To: William & Alice Wells - 1 Dick & Paula Witt - 16
Andy & Erica Adams - 22 Rob & Katrina Glassmyer - 28 Ken & Eloise Lockling - 29

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

MISSIONS: Any Member interested in serving on the Missions Committee for a
renewable 2-year term, should visit with one of the current members (Reed
Munsell, Russ/Felice Dudrey, Brad/Lorinda Bailey, Scott Dinkler or Paula
Witt). An introductory meeting is scheduled for Wednesday December 9 as an
orientation for new members interested in being actively involved in the
local, regional and international missions supported by the Hastings church
of Christ.

“WAS IT NOT NECESSARY THAT THE MESSIAH SHOULD SUFFER?”

All four Gospels recognize that Jesus saw himself as the Suffering Servant
of Isaiah 53 who must be lifted up on the cross and give his life as a
ransom for many. All four also portray the Twelve as failing to grasp this
until after Jesus' death and resurrection. Only Luke continues the story to
show how the Holy Spirit transformed the Apostles' understanding to make
them into witnesses of his resurrection.

The decisive scenes come at the end of the Gospel of Luke and the beginning
of the book of Acts. In Luke 24, first with the two disciples on the way to
Emmaus, then with the Eleven in the Upper Room, the resurrected Jesus
appears and explains to them what they had failed to understand about him in
the Old Testament Scriptures. The two disciples, not recognizing who is
walking with them, tell him how their Messianic hopes were crushed when

Jesus was crucified, when “we had hoped that it was he who was going to
redeem Israel” (Lk 24:21). Their idea of the redemption of Israel was not
the Christian Gospel of salvation from sin, but the Jewish national hope of
deliverance from their enemies.

Jesus corrects them: “O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer, then enter his glory?” (Lk 24:25f). They have understood the Old
Testament as physical, this-earthly promises to the chosen people of God,
Israel according to the flesh. Jesus explains how to understand their
scriptures in light of the Suffering Servant: “And beginning from Moses and
all the Prophets he interpreted for them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself” (Lk 24:27).

Then Jesus appears to the Eleven in the Upper Room: “And he said to them,
'These were my words which I spoke to you while still with you: That it was
necessary for everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms to be fulfilled.' Then he opened their mind to
understand the Scriptures. And he said to them, 'Thus it is written: That
the Messiah would suffer and be raised from the dead on the third day, and
that repentance for the forgiveness of sins be preached in his name to all
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you'” (Lk 24:44-49).

“Then he opened their mind to understand the Scriptures”: I wonder what his
tone of voice was. Frustrated? Angry? Condescending? I doubt it. More likely
there were joy and love and humor and victory in his voice: Now they can get
it. After the fact of the empty tomb, under the guidance of the Spirit, in
the light of the Servant-Messiahship of their King, the Apostles will become
the witnesses, not only of his resurrection, but of his true nature and his
true kingdom.

However, Acts begins with the Apostles attempting one more false start.
After forty days of resurrection appearances, Jesus is ready to ascend back
into heaven. The Eleven gather with him on the mountain. They ask him,
“Lord, is it at this time that you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”
(Acts 1:6). On Ascension Day they still look for the nationalistic kingdom
of Israel on earth.

No, says Jesus. “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that my
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth” (Acts
1:7f). It's in Acts 2, on the Day of Pentecost, that the Holy Spirit comes
upon them and transforms their thinking. The cross and the empty tomb
redefine their understanding of the King and his Kingdom. Now, seeing with
the eyes of the Spirit, they get it: Jesus is not merely the Son of David,
but David's Lord; he is not only the King of Israel, but the King of the
nations. The cross reveals him as the Suffering Servant; the empty tomb
reveals him as the Author of Life, both the Lord God revealed at the Burning
Bush and God's true Messiah. — ©Russ Dudrey, 12/6/15



Dear Hastings Church of Christ members:

Thank you for your patience and your help. I can say, without much reservation,
that I was rather terrified once I had volunteered to help with the eldership
committee. A job needed doing and I thought to help in the best way I could. All
members of the committee have felt, at least, the bearing of responsibility.

It’s been nearly a year. That’s a long time. Patience, more prayers than can be
counted, and hope that we were as clear as possible were often the cause.
Schedules and life all happen. Hopefully our exposure to time hasn’t eroded any
of the good that our congregation has put forward.

So, what did we do?

The committee took steps to prepare nominations and to be the voice of the
church. We prayed, we had a few meetings, and we prayed some more. In the spring
we handed out papers for nominations. We had a meeting to discuss who the
congregation wrote down on nomination forms. It was our most practical meeting,
giving us a direction of opinion from our membership.

Step two was to speak with the nominees that had strong support from the
congregation. Some good men suggested that they would be willing to serve. Some
good men suggested that they weren’t sure if now was a good time to serve. Some
good men suggested that they wouldn’t serve as an elder. There are four men who,
by strong recommendation from the congregation, were willing to serve as elders:
Gaylin Prior, Everett Hinton, Russ Dudrey, and Robert Grissom.

Step three brought those four men into the Church’s view. We asked the
congregation for any advocacy or concerns. We had both. Much of the concern was
worry and opinion. It was encouraging to know members were willing to give
contrasting opinions. Our concern did not warrant that any of the nominees step
down from possible service.

Step four is this letter and our continuation of us living together as a church.
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Hebrews 10:24-25 NIV.

This letter is preparation for our official announcement. We will be appointing
elders on December 13th at our 10:30am service. It will be simple and prayerful.

Humbled to serve,

Andy Adams


