
          Our  Record  

Sunday Bible Study                      

Morning Assembly      81           

Contribution                      $——-              

Evening Assembly                     24 

Wednesday Class                      

In Search of the Lord’s Way” is shown on 

Charter Cable Channel 12 at 10:00 AM, 

Wednesday, and at 6:00 PM Sunday, and on 

Dish Network Channel 259 and Charter Cable 

Channel 60.1 at 6:30 AM Sundays.  Both   

Charter Cable & Dish Network now provide 

the “Inspirational Channel.”  

   Ministry Leaders:      Everett Hinton—Worship Ministry   

             Brad Bailey—Missions    

              Jim Fielder —Youth           

              Bryan Jurrens—Buildings/Grounds  

              Gaylin Prior—Music/Treasurer  

              Dick Witt—Education/Benevolence  

    Minister:    Russ Dudrey e-mail:r u s s d u d r e y @ g m a i l . c o m               

      phone:  402-834-0096 (home)                               

    Bulletin:    Sharon Hachtel—463-4997      

      e-mail:  sh95736@windstream.net  

 

   Deadline for bulletin announcements is 9:00 PM Friday evening    

 

HASTINGS CHURC H OF C HRIST  

                                                      “A PLACE TO CALL HOME”  

  1131 N LAIRD AVE,  HASTINGS NE 68901 -3566                                           PHONE:   402 -462-8469        

WEB SITE:   WWW.HASTINGSCHURCH.ORG  
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                                        THOSE TO SERVE              
           This Sunday, December 8         Next Sunday,  December 15 

   

 Russ's Sermon today is "'Predestined From Before the Founda-

tion of the World':  Paul's Gospel in Response to Pagan             
Fatalism."  Tonight Robert Grissom will lead a devotional from the 
book of Ephesians  

 Potluck/Men’s Business Meeting today immediately following 

our morning worship. Committee members are the Hintons and 
Witts. Reminder to bring your non-perishable food item for the 
Mountain States Children’s Home. 

 Jeffery Hergenreder has returned home from his military deploy-

ment to Africa.  Welcome home Jeffery. We are thankful for a safe 
mission and return home. 

 Pray for Joel Grissom, Linda Breuggeman, Danelle Hayes, Linda 

Worley, and Detta Wright regarding their health issues. 

 The Missions Committee endorses a follow-up project for (Linda 

Egle’s) Eternal Threads in Afghanistan and India. This project is a 
6-month sewing class for 10 women, preparing them to become 
professional tailors in their communities. Embedded into the class 
sessions, is small business training. At the conclusion of the class, 
each participant receives their own sewing machine, a box of basic 
supplies, and is offered a small business loan to start-up their own 
business; these loans are repaid and re-invested by the loaning 
entity. This provides them an alternative to poverty and victimiza-
tion.  Such projects through Eternal Threads have helped rescue 
many women from human trafficking and have brought many to 
Christ in the process.  We encourage everyone to pick up a bro-
chure on the table in the foyer.  The entire cost is $3,175. The Mis-
sions Committee encourages women in our fellowship, to use this 
giving season, to commit funds to this project in order to sponsor 
one complete class of seamstress-tailors in Afghanistan/India. 
Please make checks payable to Eternal Threads. Our goal is to 
collect $3,175 by December 31, 2013.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Paula Witt or Janelle Corman. 

 Wednesday Evening Treats—Volunteer needed. 

________________________________________________________ 
 Our Church Sign: 

 Every spending decision is a spiritual decision. 

 Smile—it increases your face value. 
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Upcoming  Events  

   Potluck/Men’s Business 

Meeting—Dec 8 

   NYC Contribution—   

Dec 22 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30   

College Class       9:30       

Sunday Assembly   10:30 

Sunday Evening       6:00 

Wednesday Class 7:00 

Ladies Class Thursday 9:30     

  

Enrichment 

Opportunities 

December 8, 2013 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER:   Our Country; High School & College Students;  Our Veterans; Bill Ashmore—

health; Brad Bailey’s Sister—Linda Breuggeman, cancer surgery recovery & treatment; Bohne Family—

personal issues; DudLee Brennfoerder’s Father, Gary—cancer  treatment; Tom Dill—health; Ned & Neva 

Cooper—health; Peggy Dill—glaucoma eye surgery; Scott Dinkler’s Grandfather, John Schiefelbein & John’s 

two brothers—cancer treatment; Loren Daly Family—Passing of Loren; Felice Dudrey—care of    mother;  Mon-

ica Fielder’s Brother—military deployment to Afghanistan; Nick Valle’s little brother, Gavin—-injury;  Shelley 

German—cancer treatment; Robert & Susan Grissom’s Son, Jaime, spiritual concerns;  Joel Grissom—

transitioning from military to private sector; Danelle Hayes—health; Cassidy Jurrens—health; Ileen Lenhart’s 

grandson & sisters—health; Ken Lockling—health, his daughter Carolyn;  Ann Luke—recovering from back sur-

gery; Bill & Judy  Melvin—health; Joseph Morrow’s  Brother—lupus; Johnny Meyers—health; Louise 

Nealeigh-fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue; Seth Ostrander—brain tumor;  Shirley Steen’s grandson, Adam; Su-

danese  Brethren—persecution;  Kamryn Towell’s Grandfather—Injury & surgery; Jo Wright’s son (Joe)—

heart condition, medical tests & family; Gary & Norma Werner—Norma’s health; Dick Witt’s Mother—eye issues; 

Tina Witt; Dick & Detta Wright’s Great Grandson, Cole Wright, hip  surgery; body cast; Detta Wright—back 

problems.   

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:   Russel Bell (mission work in India & Romania). 

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY:  Jeffery Hergenreder.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________  

Happy December Birthday To:   

  Jeremy Voorhees - 1  Eloise Lockling  - 2  Elizabeth Montemayor - 4  

  Brooke Bailey  - 5  Benjamin Bohne  - 8  Doris Reichert   - 9  

  Bill Melvin    - 13  David Moore   - 17  Brittany Bailey   - 17  

  Lorinda Bailey  - 28  Marina Fielder  - 31  

Happy December Anniversary To: 

  William & Alice Wells - 1  Dick & Paula Witt - 16  Andy & Erica Adams   - 22 

  Ken & Eloise Lockling - 29 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Lord Wants You To Live An Abundant Life! 

By Larry Miles 

 

      Jesus said that He came to give us “an abundant life” (John 10:10).  Once we are “in Christ,” God wants us to enjoy ourselves in the 
Lord.  Christians are to be a joyous people (Phil. 4:2).  We must show our love for the Lord through our actions.  One song says, “They’ll 
know we are Christians by our love.” 

     Paul tells the Colossians that since we are Christians, our mindset must change (Col. 3:1-2).  This is the message where we are told to 
“set our minds on the things that are above,” not “the things that are below” (Col. 3:2).  “Set your minds…” tells us that it must be a deliber-
ate choice not only to accept Christ, but one to serve Him.  Jesus will not force Himself on the unbeliever, and likewise, He will not force 
the believer to grow in Him.  We must want to.  And if we want to, He has promised to equip us for the journey. 

      We must put everything out of our hearts and minds that is detrimental to Christian growth (Col. 3:5-11).  When ever God tells us to 
“put something off,” He replaces it with something for good (Col. 3:12-17).  We are told that we must have the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-
25).  We must realize that once we become a Christian these characteristics don’t come automatically.  They must be activated.  These 
are attitudes we must have if we are to live the “abundant life” in the Lord.  So, let’s seek to “grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus” (2 Pet. 3:18).  If we make this our goal, we will desire everything God has for us and will use what he has given us to help our-
selves and encourage each other as we live this life in the here-and-now, waiting, watching and working for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Look 
up! He may come today!  

________________________________________ 

 - Larry Miles lives in Louisville, KY and publishes "Larry's Lines" several times a week. Copyright 2009. Visit his website:  http://larryslines.com/ 

 

 

 

 

    
 

   

 

PAGAN FATALISM AND PAUL'S LANGUAGE OF PREDESTINATION 

 John Calvin wrote large tomes of systematic Christian theology based on his assumption that 

the sovereign God does what he wants. Calvin taught double Predestination:  What God wants is 

to save some and damn others. Calvin believed that before the world began God in his sovereignty 

predestined those he chose to save, the Elect, for salvation; he predestined those he chose to con-

demn, the Reprobate, for damnation. This makes God look bad, but Calvin defended his theology 

from Romans 9:  Who are we, the clay, to question what the Sovereign Potter does with us? 

 My take: Calvin failed to understand what Paul's words would have meant to his ancient audi-

ence; he made a complex system out of what for Paul was a simple and clear application of his 

Gospel. He overinterpreted Paul; he made him say more than he intended. Way more. 

 For Calvin, Predestination was a doctrine to be systematized. For Paul it wasn't. Calvin was an 

ivory-tower theologian. Paul was a brilliant mind, but a missionary, not a professor of theology. 

For Paul predestination was an evangelistic appeal to his ancient audience's fear of the hostile 

spirits. 

 Paul's prologue to Ephesians emphasizes God's eternal purpose for us. God “chose us in Christ 

before the foundation of the world” and“predestined us for adoption as his sons through Jesus 

Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will” (Eph. 1:4-5). God did this by his sovereign will, 

as his driving purpose in Creation itself: “He made known to us the mystery of his will, in keeping 

with his good pleasure which he purposed beforehand in Christ . . . In him we were also chosen, 

having been predestined in keeping with the purpose of the one who accomplishes everything ac-

cording to the counsel of his will” (Eph. 1:9-12). That can sound like Calvinism. 

 But Paul wrote Ephesians not for egg-headed professors, but for ancient superstitious pagans 

and ex-pagan converts to his Gospel. Paul's words about predestination and God's sovereign will 

address their fear of the hostile Star-Powers, the Fates, sorcery and black magic. All this ran rife 

in their world-view. Remember Paul's encounter with sorcery in Ephesus in Acts 19:11-20? After 

the seven exorcist sons of the Jewish chief priest Sceva lose a rather humorous contest of spiritual 

power with a demon-possessed man, Paul's message of Jesus and Paul's miracles in the name of 

Jesus are vindicated. In a great show of public repentance, leading Ephesian practitioners of mag-

ic gather up their magic books and burn them in a great and very expensive heap. 

 Paul uses the language of predestination the same way he uses the language about the Mystery 

of redemption, the Star-Powers, and the Spirit-Forces—all for the same missionary reasons. He 

speaks the language of ancient pagan religion not because he believes it, but because he mostly 

denies it:  he takes its language, its ideas, its failed attempts to explain the divine—and he fumi-

gates them, baptizes them, Christianizes them, and transforms them into Gospel truth. He meets 

pagan theology on its own ground and outduels it with its own weapons.  

 Predestination has snowballed in Christian theology. Paul's original meaning for his ancient 

audience was much simpler. I paraphrase: “You have held a despairing, deterministic world-view, 

Let me tell you what the true God, who is revealed in Jesus Christ, has predetermined for you:  

his love for you, his goodness toward you, his salvation and transformation to work within you, his 

redemption to give liberation to you.  In Christ he frees you from the Powers of darkness. He chose 

you in Christ from before the foundation of the world:  that's his predetermined will—far better 

than, and far other than, and far more powerful than, anything you have believed about the prede-

termined will of the Fates, the Star-Powers, or any other hostile and irrational demon-forces of the 

pagan world-view. Christ frees you from fatalism and despair; he liberates you from their power.”                

                    — © Russ Dudrey, 12/8/13 

 
 


