
HASTINGS CHURCH OF CHRIST
“a place to call home”

1131 N Laird Ave, Hastings, NE 68901-3566                    Phone:  402-462-8469
 Web Site:  www.hastingschurch.org

Our Record

Sunday Bible Study                                        

Morning Assembly                                          65

Contribution                                      $2203

Evening Assembly                                           27

Wednesday Bible Study                                   

“In Search of the Lord's Way” is shown on channel
12 at 10 a.m. Wednesday and at 6 p.m. Sunday.

Ministry Brad Bailey -- Missions
  Leaders: Everett Hinton – Worship

Brett Sales – Youth
                   Bryan Jurrens – Buildings/Grounds
 Gaylin Prior – Music/Treasurer

Dick Witt – Education/Benevolence

Minister: Russ Dudrey
e-mail:  russdudrey@gmail.com
phone:  402-834-0096 (home)

Bulletin: Sharon Hachtel -- 463-4997
sh95736@windstream.net

Deadline for bulletin announcements is 9:00 p.m. Friday evening

THOSE TO SERVE

 This Sunday,  July 5         Next Sunday, July 12     

     A.M.      P.M.     A.M.     P.M.

Announcements E. Hinton   E. Hinton    D. Brennfrdr      D. Brennfrdr          

Song Leader R. Hayes    R. Dudrey    A. Adams          B. Sales               

Opening Prayer K. Lockling D. Brennfrdr E. Hinton    B. Jurrens            

Closing Prayer B. Bailey J. Fielder D. Corman K. Lockling           

Usher G. Prior    D. Wright

Greeters Baileys       Corman/Hayes  

Preside at Lord's Supper D. Corman            R. Grissom

  Serve S. Dinkler   M. Fielder

  Serve C. Fielder C. Fielder

  Serve D. Hachtel J. Fielder

Coordinator D. Witt    G. Prior 

Prepare Lord's Supper Anglie Riley   Angie Riley            

Children's Church Resume in September     Resume in September  

Nursery Kati Jurrens Erica Adams

Wed Children's Class G Ockinga/D Hayes Lisa Jurrens

Change Message Sign Brad Bailey Family                 Brad Bailey Family

Lawn Care Volunteer Needed  Brad Bailey     
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Upcoming Events
                  

● Potluck/Men's 
Meeting—July 12

●  Nebraska Youth 
Camp Contribution—
July 26

● VBS—July 20-22
6:30—8:30 p.m.
Ages 4--5th Grade

Enrichment 
Opportunities
Sunday                     9:30
Bible Study

Sunday                   10:30
Assembly

Sunday Evening         6:00

Wednesday               7:00
Classes

Thursday                   9:30
Ladies Class
__________________

Visitors and Parents of 
Small Children:  We have a 
staffed nursery available in 
the northeast corner of the 
church building for your 
convenience.  If you would 
like more information, 
please see the greeters at 
the front of the building. 

SERMON  TOPIC:  Russ's  sermon  today  is  "The  Lost
Sheep, the Lost Son, and the Seeking God."  Tonight
after we have a short devotional, Paula Witt will
report on the work of Zephyrinon (Jeff) Zanarison
distributing Bibles to the rural poor in Madagascar.
This is a work that we have funded, and will be
looking to further fund in the future.

POTLUCK/Men's  Business  Meeting  next  week.   Host
families are the Cormans and Danelle Hayes.  

Building  Renovations: Last  week  we  handed  out  a
building renovations questionnaire. Those who were
not present should have received one in the mail or
by email. We will use the questionnaire to establish
a consensus on what renovations to do. We ask all
members  to  give  us  your  input  by  returning  the
signed forms listing your preferences; the deadline
is  next  Sunday,  July  12.  We  will  evaluate  the
responses and schedule a congregational meeting to
discuss our choices on a Sunday night later in July.
If you did not receive a questionnaire, please ask
Russ,  Gaylin,  or  Everett  for  one.  Return  your
responses to one of them.

Judy  Melvin has  moved  to  an  apartment  at  Good
Samaritan Village. Her new address is 623 Lane E,
Hastings 68901. She has recently changed her cell
phone; her new number is 402-705-6087. She could use
the help of anyone who would like to help her unpack
boxes and settle into her new apartment.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LADIES CLASS:  Erica Adams will be
leading the class—“A time to search and a time to
give  up;  looking  for  answers  and  letting  go  of
hard.” 

mailto:sh95736@windstream.net


REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Our Country; Our Veterans; Eldership Selection, 
Elementary, High School, & College Graduates; Foreign Exchange 
Students; Erica Adams’ Grandmother, Linda—heart problems; Andy Adams’ 
Brother; Andy Adams’ Co-worker’s husband, Randy, health; Bohne Family—
personal issues; DudLee Brennfoerder’s Father, Gary—cancer treatment &
pain, recent hospitalization; Debbie Downey—blood clots; Daniel 
Enfield; Peggy Dill’s great nephew, Joseph Hibler—health, Judy 
Schiltz; Ned & Neva Cooper—health; Donnis Genung—cancer treatment; Sue
Ginn—health; Robert & Susan Grissom’s Son, Joel Grissom—health & 
family issues; Robert & Susan Grissom—Brazil Mission; Chase Hofferber—
health; Cassidy Jurrens—health; Muriel Luke—autoimmune disease; Judy 
Melvin—health and her brother, Donald, and his wife—health; Johnny 
Meyers—health; Joe Morgan’s brother, Delano—health; Seth Ostrander—
brain tumor; Dwight Roth—health; Shirley Steen’s grandson—Adam; 
Sudanese Brethren—persecution; Maggie Sales’ brother, Gavin Wallace—
recovering from surgery; Mark Steen—health; Gary & Norma Werner—
Norma’s health; Matt & Hope Witt—Teaching in China; Tina Witt; Dick 
Witt’s Father—health; Lisa Worley—hip replacement surgery recovery & 
her brother-in-law, Dan Barber—head injury. 

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES: Russel Bell (Mission work in India & Romania).  

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY:  Jeffery Hergenreder          
       
Happy July Birthday To:    DudLee Brennfoerder - 5  Joan Glassmyer - 8   
    Floyd Baker – 10          Ray Riley - 10           Richard Riley - 13     
    Roger Nealeigh - 16       Clayton Peshek - 24      Kenneth Lockling - 24 
    Jeffrey Hergenreder - 25  Reed Munsell - 29        Amy Wenske - 29 
    Kara Voorhees - 29        Kelsey Hergenreder - 31 

Happy July Anniversary To: Clayton & Rebecca Peshek - 4 
    Jeffrey & Kelsey Hergenreder - 7        Brad & Lorinda Bailey - 15
    Jim & Monica Fielder - 20               Brett & Maggie Sales - 26 

“MY SON WAS DEAD, AND IS ALIVE”

What would you do if your son went wild? If he fell into
a lifestyle of rebellion and self-absorption? If he would not
submit to any controls? If he gave you no entryway into his
heart?  If  he  was  emotionally  and  spiritually  gone—if  he
shamed you, and scorned you, and despised you, and shut you
out for good? If he said “Forget you! Get out of my life!”

In Luke 15 the Prodigal Son comes to his father basically 
saying, “I'm leaving. I want to cash out my portion of the 
family inheritance so I can have it now, go my own way free of 
your control, and live as I want.”    

Jewish law allowed for such cases. The law said that a son could
take the cash value of the inheritance before his father's death, but
it was greatly reduced. For the second son the value was one sixth of
the current estate. The father's portion was one half, and the other
half was distributed between the two sons. If the Prodigal waited until
his father died he would receive twice as much—but he can't wait; he's
living for the moment. He wants it now.

What choice does the father have? He's seen this coming for a
long time. He's seen it in the anger on his son's face and in his eyes.
He's felt it in the harshness of his voice, the resentment of his
words, the coldness of his touch. He lets him go because he's already
gone.

Ancient Jewish law provided a desperate and extreme solution in
such cases. It was called  kezazah,  which means “cutting off.” Some
scholars  think  this  is  what  the  Prodigal's  father  has  had  to  do:
ritually, ceremonially and legally “cut off” the son who has dishonored
him, broken the community rules, cashed out his inheritance and left to
live  the  wild  life  in  the  far  country.  The  kezazah  ceremony  says
publicly that the Prodigal is legally dead to his father, his family,
and his community. He's gone for good.

Prodigal means “wasteful” or “extravagant.” You know the story:
The boy leaves his father, his family and home and community for the
far country, where he can be free to live recklessly. He lives the wild
life and wastes away his whole inheritance. When he has nothing left,
he finds himself abandoned. His only livelihood is slopping pigs.

Reduced to dismal circumstances, destitute and hungry, he makes a
desperate plan: he will go back and beg to be taken in as a hired hand:
“I will go back to my father and will say to him, 'Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; make me one of your hired men'.” It's his only hope:
he has been cut off; he is dead to his family and community. He is dead
to his father; he is no longer a son. He has no more home, no more
property, no more rights. He makes the journey home, hoping for nothing
more than a servant's living. He'll endure public shame, but he'll have
food.

Now we see the real Prodigal: The Prodigal Father, whose love is
extravagant. His son has dishonored and shamed him and forced him to
let him go, and his community in turn has forced him to cut the son off
and treat him as dead—but he has never stopped loving his lost boy.
While the son is making his appeal, “Father, I have sinned . . .,” the
father is shouting to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put
it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the
fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. For this
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” The
boy has gone far away, but he has never been able to go beyond his
father's  extravagant  love  or  his  gracious  forgiveness.  The  father
restores his lost boy to full sonship and welcomes him home lavishly.

Jesus' point: this is what God's love for his lost children is
like—prodigal. 

— ©Russ Dudrey, 7/5/15


