
          Our  Record  

Sunday Bible Study                      

Morning Assembly           83      

Contribution                      $ 1840     

Evening Assembly                      33  

Wednesday Class                      

In Search of the Lord’s Way” is shown on 

Charter Cable Channel 181 at 10:00 AM, 

Wednesday, and at 6:00 PM Sunday, and on 

Direct TV Channel 307 at 6:00 AM Sundays.    

   Ministry Leaders:      Everett Hinton—Worship Ministry   

             Brad Bailey—Missions    

              Brett Sales —Youth           

              Bryan Jurrens—Buildings/Grounds  

              Gaylin Prior—Music/Treasurer  

              Dick Witt—Education/Benevolence  

    Minister:    Russ Dudrey e-mail:r u s s d u d r e y @ g m a i l . c o m               

      phone:  402-834-0096 (home)                               

    Bulletin:    Sharon Hachtel—463-4997      

      e-mail:  sh95736@windstream.net  

 

   Deadline for bulletin announcements is 9:00 PM Friday evening    
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                                        THOSE TO SERVE              
             This Sunday, May 24                Next Sunday, May 31                            

   

 Russ's Sermon today is "Our Worship." We will focus on several       
aspects of worship, with songs in between. We will take the Lord's     
Supper toward the end of the sermon, and will take the collection at the 
close of the service. Tonight Russ plans a devotional on New Covenant 
Worship in the book of Hebrews. 

 Dear Church Family—The family of Ralph Peshek would like to thank 
you for your prayers, expressions of concerns and love, phone calls, and 
cards sent during his recent illness and passing.  May God bless all of 
you.  —-Lee & Allyson Peshek, Brett Peshek, Clayton & Becca Peshek 
and Others. 

 Dear Christians at Hastings—God bless you for your generous dona-
tion of $2,000 to bless our Lord’s work in India and around the world.  I 
always enjoy coming your way once a year.  Thank you for always having 
a potluck dinner for us that is not only delicious, but gives us a chance to 
visit with our good brothers and sisters there.        
              ——Russel Bell 

 Johnny’s Plaque—If you have not had a chance to sign the plaque we 
are giving Johnny, please do so today.  It will be available at the back of 
the auditorium.  Today is Johnny’s last Sunday with us.  He leaves Tues-
day morning for Branson, MO.  Pray for safe travels for Johnny. 

 Spring Cookout: Our annual spring cookout will be on the church 
grounds on Wednesday evening, May 27th.  Everyone and guests are 
invited.  As usual, the men will do the grilling so we can eat at 6:15 PM, 
followed by a devotional at 7:15 PM.  Talk to Dick Witt if you have 
vvquestions. 

 The Fifth Sunday Singing will be held at the Stolley Park Church in 
Grand Island on May 31; singing at 3:30, light supper at 5:00, evening 
devotional at 6:00. 

 Nebraska Youth Camp Contribution will be taken today. 

 Nebraska Youth Camp sessions will begin in June.  See enclosure for 
detailed information on the 2015 camping sessions. 

__________________________________________________________ 
Leaning, But Still a Light! 

By Lance Cordle 
 
     Along the sidewalk at the back of our house are two rows of solar-powered lights, 
mounted on sharply pointed stakes that have been driven into the ground. During the 
day they soak up energy for the sun and store it. When darkness falls, the lights come 
on and shine through most of the night and then go off at daylight so they can repeat 
the cycle. Sometimes the lights are low or do not stay on very long because of less 
exposure to the sun, but most of the time, they do well, allowing those who walk the 
path to do so safely.  
  The winter has softened the ground, however and the stakes holding the lights have 
begun to lean. Repeated rains as well as drifts of snow and ice have contributed to the 
lights being pushed over.   Walking down the path one morning, several minutes before  
sunrise, I noticed the light at the end of the sidewalk leaning, nearly touching the 
ground.   As I observed this interesting  circumstance, I thought how life sometimes   
        (con’t on page 2) 
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Upcoming  Events  

 Nebraska Youth Camp 
Contribution—May 24 

 Fifth Sunday Singing,  

Stolley Park Church of 
Christ, Grand Island—  
May 31 

 Potluck/Men’s Business 
Meeting—June 14 

 oors of Opportunity—

York College—May 15-

16 

  

Sunday Bible Study 9:30   

College Class       9:30       

Sunday Assembly   10:30 

Sunday Evening       6:00 

Wednesday Class 7:00 

Ladies Class Thursday 9:30     

Enrichment 

Opportunities 

May 24, 2015 

——————————————— 

"Visitors and Parents of Small Chil-

dren: We have a staffed nursery availa-

ble in the northeast corner of the church 

building for  your convenience.  If you 

would like more information, please see 

the greeters at the front of the building." 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER:   Our Country; Our Veterans; Eldership Selection, Elementary, High School, &     

College Graduates; Foreign Exchange Students; Erica Adams’ Grandmother, Linda—health;  Andy Adams’s 

Brother; Andy Adams’s Co-worker’s husband, Randy, health;  Bohne Family—personal issues; DudLee 

Brennfoerder’s Father, Gary—cancer  treatment & pain, recent hospitalization; Ned Cooper—recovering from    

surgery; Evelyn Brown—personal issues & health; Debbie Downey—blood clots;  Daniel Enfield; Peggy Dill’s 

great nephew, Joseph Hibler—health, Judy Schiltz; Ned & Neva Cooper—health; Donnis Genung—cancer treat-

ment; Sue Ginn—health; Robert & Susan Grissom’s Son, Joel Grissom—health & family issues; their grand-

daughter, Amilia; Chase Hofferber—health; Cassidy Jurrens—health; Ken Lockling—health; Muriel Luke—

autoimmune disease; Judy     Melvin—health and her brother, Donald, and his wife—health; Johnny  Meyers—

health and move to Branson; Joe Morgan’s brother, Delano—health;  Brian & Karla Nauert’s Daughter,  Kara 

Voorhees—recovering from back surgery; Seth Ostrander—brain tumor;  Lee & Allyson Peshek & Family—

Passing of Lee’s brother, Ralph; Adam & Shelly Prior’s baby, Andi—health; Kay Strong—Stroke recovery; Shirley 

Steen’s grandson—Adam; Sudanese  Brethren—persecution; Towell  Family; Maggie Sales’s brother, Gavin 

Wallace—recovering from surgery; Gary & Norma Werner—Norma’s health;  Matt & Hope Witt—Teaching in China; 

Tina Witt; Lisa Worley—hip replacement surgery recovery & her brother-in-law,  Dan Barber—head injury.  

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:   Russel Bell (mission work in India & Romania). 

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY:  Jeffery Hergenreder.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Happy May Birthday To:  Makayla Dinkler - 1  Susan Grissom  - 1  Sandy Baker - 11 

 Bryan Jurrens   - 13  Matt Baker   - 22  Jo Wright   - 26  Wade Wenske - 27 

 Peggy Dill    -   31  

Happy May Anniversary To:  David & Donna Uden - 12   Richard & Angie Riley   -    25 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

seems to shove us over and we are left “leaning,” but our “light” is still shining (Matthew 5:14). These scenarios have 
crossed my mind since that observation in the early morning hours: 
• Some people are leaning because economic troubles and disasters have taken a toll on them. They just can’t seem to 
significantly increase their income. They move forward, believing that God will continue to take care of them and provide 
their necessities as they put him first (Matthew 6:33). 
• Some people are leaning because of health issues. Whether by accident, disease, or just bad genes, they find themselves 
struggling physically. Medications and minimal activity seem to be their lot. However, physical illness in a Christian is  just 
an opportunity for God to show his strength in our life (2 Corinthians 12:10). They move forward, strengthened by God.  
• Some people find themselves leaning because of old age. They don’t stand as tall, jump as high, or run as fast as they did 
when they were young. They may feel out of place or unneeded in their family and in the church. They move forward, rely-
ing on the Bible, which says, “The glory of young men is their strength, but the splendor of old men is their gray 
hair” (Proverbs 20:29, ESV). 
• Some people are leaning because life has beaten them down. The enemy of God has used people and circumstances to 
wear them down, and to move them to wonder whether it is worth it to go on and remain true to the Lord. They move 
forward, bruised but determined. They may be struggling, but they are still on the Lord’s side. They trust in God’s word, 
which says, “they who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall 
run and not grow weary; they shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31, ESV).                
_____________________________________________ 
- Lance Cordle preaches the Calvert City Church of Christ in Calvert City, KY.  He may be contacted through the congregation's website: http://

www.calvertchurchofchrist.com 

 

 

 

 

      THE HEART OF OUR WORSHIP 
 

 The story behind a popular contemporary worship song, “The Heart of Worship,” bears telling. 
It was written by Matt Redman, who leads the music worship of the Soul Survivor church in 
Watford, England. They became convinced that the way they did their music distracted from the 
real nature of worship: it was too strobe-lighted, too produced, too performed, too professional-
ized. 
 So they declared a “music fast.” For several months they would use no lights or special ef-
fects, no musical instruments, no on-stage performers, and would simply sing their songs of 
worship a cappella style. From this they hoped would emerge a new sense of what is essential 
to true worship and what are just the trappings of human attempts at worship. 
 This made Matt Redman reexamine himself, his ministry, and his motivations. It made him 
look hard at the nature of worship. True worship is not about us; it's about God. He wrote “The 
Heart of Worship” from reflecting on the experience: 
 

When the music fades and all is stripped away, and I simply come, 
Longing just to bring something that's of worth, that will bless Your heart, 

I'll bring You more than a song, for a song in itself is not what You have required. 
You search much deeper within; through the way things appear, You're looking into my heart. 

I'm coming back to the heart of worship, and it's all about You; it's all about You, Jesus. 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it, when it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus. 

 
 We don't have the same set of problems with our music as they did with theirs, since we use 
no lights or special effects or choreography, no guitars or keyboards, let alone drum sets or 
synthesizers. We don't do our music worship as a Christianized rock concert. Our song leaders 
are not performers and our congregation is not a passive audience. Singing a cappella means 
that we have less to keep our singing from becoming true worship. 
 But singing a cappella does not automatically make our singing true worship. Far from it. It's 
entirely possible to forget about God even when we're singing a cappella songs that are all 
about God. True worship has far more to do with our hearts than with our worship style. The 
Bible describes worship as the lifting of our hearts to God. Worship is the show God sees—and 
God looks on our hearts. “God is Spirit,” says Jesus; “true worshipers must worship him in Spirit 
and in truth” (Jn 4:25). “In Spirit and in truth” describes, not just the worship style, but the spirit, 
the essence, the heart, of worship. It describes the heart of the worshiper. 
 That's why we do our music simply. We do not orchestrate worship as a performance for the 
church to sit and take in the show. The preacher and others should not be on-stage performers, 
and the church should not be the passive theater audience—the church should not be consum-
ers who watch the show and leave thinking about how it made us feel, what it did for us, what 
we got out of it. The quality of our worship should not be defined by our worship experience. 
 No: We are not the audience: we are the performers. Those who lead us in worship are not 
performers, but prompters. God is not an abstract theological subject; God is the audience.  
 The question we must ask is not what we get out of our worship, but what God gets out of it. 
What does our worship do for God? Are we lifting our hearts to God?—because that is what 
God wants from our worship. Our worship is not about us, not about our worship experience; it's 
about God, about God's worship experience. The heart of our worship is the offering we lift up 
to God in prayer and praise and song, and in heartfelt love and thanksgiving. Worship is the 
lifting of our hearts to God. 

— ©Russ Dudrey, 5/24/15 

 

  


